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c.

the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your
rights).

smarerauthoritvname: hg

5i^r*

Par-tE u co.;t'l ctr-

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021

Local Audit and Accountability Act2A14 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Requlations 2015 (Sl 2015/234
NOTICE
1. Date of

announcement-Thursday

9

NOTES

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day

24'n June 2A21

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed
auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all

before the date in (c) below

books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents
relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2021, these documents will be

available on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) lnsert name, position

A Whittaker_Clerk to Heskin Parish Council

The Warings Heskin

-]4

tel

01257

and
email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

address/telephone number/

453456

28th June 2021

commencing on (c)

-Monday
and ending on (d)

_6th

August 2021

3. Local governrnent electorc and their representatives also havel

o

The opportunity

lo

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in
(a) above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
rnclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

question the appointed auditor about the accounting

records; and

r

The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditorcould either make a public interest report or apply to
the cqurt for a declaration that an item of account is unlavvful. Written
nqtice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to
the $maller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below
for thie purpose between the above dates only"

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor

under the provisions of the Local Audit and Acsountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:
PKF Litflejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Ganary Wharf

(e) lnsert name and position of person

)<
placing the notice

London E14 4HD
(r:-i.,.:,if i r -l. ;-'-:' 1)
5. This announcement is made by (e)

Whittaker

-

this person must be

the responsible financial officer for the

:

smaller authority

_alan

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applie$ to all relevant smaller authorities, including loial
councils, internal drainage boards and oother'smaller authorities.
The basic

position

*

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to
smaller authorities. This summary expla[ns the provisions contained in Sections 25 and 27 of the Act.
The Act and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and
rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the acco[nts being
audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smallef authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and
related documents. lf yoil are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts Lelate you
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for
exercisirrg your rights. However, any resulting cost$ incurred by the smaller authority form part of its
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights
through their council tax.
The right to inspect the accounting

recofds

'

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspeet the accounting records for the financial year to which th€ audit relates afid
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records.
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts,
or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, forexample, inspect or copy documents unrelated to
the aecounts, or that include personal informdtion (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is
meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protecteii by commerci.al
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released
to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.
When smaller authorities hdve finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
?eriod for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tel[ the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to irrspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records" You may

have to pay

a copying charge. The 30 working day period

must include

a cpmmon period of

inspection during which all smaller autholities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be
1-14 July 2A21 br 2A2N21 accounts. The advertisement must set out the d?tes of the period for the
exercise of public rights, how you can cornmunicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect
the accounting records and relatdd documents, the name dfid address of the auditor, and the relevant
legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the aecounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right tq ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require

v
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
ta*paye4. Give- your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting
recoris if'at you are unsure about If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the
external auditor about the accounting rqbords.
The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be dgne irr the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditot know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights dufing which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you_ know
what they contain. Please rgmember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, afteg the
end of the period for the exerpise of public iigtrts. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not quesiions under the Act.

you can ask the external auditor quegtions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
yeai being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limlted. The external
iuditor can onty answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
que$tions aboui poticies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions.
To avoid misundLrstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing,

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now
you may wisfi to object to the accounts on the basis that an item irl them is irt your view unlawful or
lnere aie matters oi wider concern grising froni the srnaller authority's finances. A local government
elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the l'{igh CoUrt for a declaration that an item of account
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or
wh! you think that a publiC interest repOrt should be made about it, You must provide the external
auitbr rryith the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending
does nst make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you
want to make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy
to the smaller authority. The notice must include'.
.
area;
. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's
,, why you are objectirrg to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
o details of.any matter about which you think the external auditor should rnake a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external
auditor to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
A finalword

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a persorral complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should talie such complaints to your loCal Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the
auditor must take into accourtt is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an o$ection if
th6y think that it is frivoious or vexatious, or if it repeats an objectiort already considered. lf y6u appeal
to tire courts against an auditor's deqision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of
account is unlawful, you will have to pay for the aotion yourself.

For more detailed guidance on

x

and the special powers of auditors, copies of
the pubtication Local authoritv ac$Quals--A
guide to your rishts are avaitable from the NAO
website.

tt rcu wisfr to contact your authority's appointed
exiernal auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Pubtication of lJnaudited Annual Governance &
Acco u nta b i I ity Retu rn
.

i
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iection 1 - Annual Governance $tatement

2020121

We acknowledge as the members of:

fJ ;;S r.t \ \

I
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our responslbility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statenrents. We confirm, to the besi of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, thal'.

'i. \iile nave

pr-rl

prepared its accourtling sfale/Ilerrfs in acccrdance
',.tith the Accci;nfs and Audit Regulations.

in place arran!ements foi effectit'e financial

nranaqenlet"lt dr-rring the year, and for the preparaljon of
ilr aacoLilrting staternents.
,:"

ntatle proper arrangements and accepted resportsibility
fot safegttarding the pubtic mortey artd resaurces in
its cllarEe

We maiiltained an adequate systern of itrterrral contrcl
incluciin.c; measures designed to preveni and detect fr'aucj
and cor|uption and re,vierved its effectiveness.

ltas only dcne ',that it has tlie legal power to do and has
compliecl ,,tith Proper Practices in Coing so.

.i. \ile took all reasonable steps to assure oursel':es
ihal lire te are no maiters of actual or pote irtial
non-cotnp[ance v'ilth laws. regulatioils and Proper
Pracllces that could have a significant ilnancial effeci
on the ability of this arthority io co,.tciuci its
business or manaoe its {inances-

,/

"i \jre provi.ieo
l.r.

9,

proper oppcftut-rity ciuring the year for
the exercise of electors righls in accotdance v/ith the
requirements of the Accounts anci AUdit Regulations.

dttring the :/ear'gave all persons tnterested the opparltrnity to
i n s pe ct a n d ask quesllons a b a tt th i s a uth orily s accounts.

We carried out arr assessment of the risks facing this
aLithcrity and lcok appr-opriate steps io manage those
risks, including the iniroduciion of internal controls andior
external insurarrce cover whele required.

cansldered and c!ocuntented the itnancial and otitet risks it
faces ancl dealt vtrti-t titent properly.

,/

arraneed for a cr:npetent person, in{lependent of the ftnartcial
controls anci procecittres, to give art cbjective vie\il on tvlrcther
intental cantrals meet the neerls of thls sfttallet autiiorily.

ir. We maintaineci throughcut lhe year an adequate and

effective system of iniernal audit of the accounting
records and control s!,stems-

,/

i.

We took appropriate aciion or.t all ntatters raiseci
in reports fi-orl irrterrral atrd exlernal audil,

responded to rnatters btou!1ht ta its attentian by intet'ila! and
external audit.

I

We considered ',viiether any litigation. liabilttres orcomntitrnenis, even'rs er transactions, occLtrring either
cluring or afier the year-end. irave a financial inrpact on
lhis authority and, r,ihere appropriate, have irrcltrcjed thent
in the acco'-iniilrg siatemet'lts.

cllsc/csed eve rything it shoukl ha,te abotii ii-" business acilvlly
during the year tncluding events taking place afte!'the year
entl if rele'tant.

*

(For lccai cr-runcils onl.v) Trust funcis including
clrarital;le. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trllstee we drschareed oLrr accoLlntatrility
lesponsibiiiiies for the fund(s)iassets. inclucitng
financral reporting and, if required independetri
exanrination or audit.

has net all of its /€sponsibrllies vttiere, as a botly
corporate, il ls a sole managlng trLtstee of a lacal
tlLrsl or trLtsts.

*Piease provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe how the
authority will adclress the v'yeaknesses iderrtified, Ihese sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.
This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

71

u

tr,

and recorded as minute reference

i33,6

2.:.;

.)-*\

Signed by the Chairrrran and Clerl< of the meeting where
approval was given:
)...

Chairnran
:

Clerk

ttr1

G b*.q*/*"r
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Annual Governartce and Accountabitity Return 2A20121 Pan 3
Local Councils,.lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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'i. Balances crought

q{5>

iorrgarcl
11.

5t;o

(+) PrecePt or Rales and
larricq

i:

{+')

lL')-q

-i-oial

other receiPts

1
,1.

5

5 35

\3

qlq

Total income or receipts as recorded tn trle castlDoox te:
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2)' lnclucle any

Zt jt" \

grants receivecl,

paynents n'tacle to and on behztlf
gro-c-s sa/aries and wages,
lnclude
employees.
of all
e/?rploJ'e/s lll cotttr',brttiotts. etnlslttyets petisiort
contributions, gratttiiies and severance payments'
Total expertclitLtre ot

4o z3

5. i-) Loan interesUcaPital
repayments

ii. (-)Ali

other PaYrneirts

a. (=) Balances carried
forv.rard

li. Total rralue of cash and
shori term investments

5.tJc
5 *r1o

ij. Total ftxed assets Plus
iong term investments
and assets
'iir, lotal borrowings

4

t *'L>

ranavrncrlts (line 5).

Total balances ancl;eseir,'es at the end of the year' lu4ttst
eqttal (1+2+3) - (4+54"6)

Lr b \'1

The sttm of all cttrrent anr! deposit bank accounts, cash
holclings ancl shott term investntents held as at 31 lvlarch
To agree with bank reconciliatian'

uq86

note

re Trusi funds (including charitable)

I cedify that for ti-Te year ended 3'1 Marr:h 2A21 the Accounting

Statements in ihis Annual Governance and Accountability
payments
i?eturn harre been prepared on either a receipts and
guidance
in
the
or income and expenditllre basis foliowing
Ar:tlrorities
Smaller
for
-a
Goverrlance and Accountability
present
fairly
and
Practices
Proper
to
Guide
Practilioners'
the financiai position of tlris authority
Sigrred b;r Responsible Financial Oflicer before i:eing
presented ic the authorii)' fo, urptou,'
t.t.,

\-e"

"J1 '-('

Total expenciittrre> or payments tts recordecl in the casll'
book less sfaif costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

t5) It r 5 5

b{

i. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure

{i.,t *,-i,.t lft

Total expenditLt[e or payfients aT captL?tt ?lttu tttLvtt
(if atty,
macle during the year on the authority's borrowtngs

c
qS oL

Date

,

ror:eivcti

(-i Sialf cosls

5t l-'

'i

year
Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the
to
recorclecl in the financial records. Valtte must agree
Box 7 of Previous Year.
Total amottnt of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
grants
receivecl or receivable in the year. Exclude ary

as

?'-:t

*

The value of all the propefty lne ault)only uvr'li$ - /r '5 i'lc
up oi att its fixed assels and lang lerm lnveslnienls as af

3i

f'larch.

Tho autstanding capttal balance as at J
front lhircJ pafties (inclttclirtg PVILB)

]-he Coui'tcil. as a bady corporate, acfs as sole titrsfee for
resportsible fcr nanagiitg Trust fialcls o1a.s9ej-9"
N.B. The fgures in the accountrng sfalements above do
not include any Trust transacfions'
anc!

is

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this clate:

]-L )v

?'c'"1-\

as recorded in minute reference;
.a

i; r )
?

Signed by Chairman of the meeting rvhere tlre Accounting
Statements were aPProved
4
^r')

CL
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5,499 0pening Balance per Cashbook
4VA ?AL811S and 2O19/20 duplication issue
1. Rounding

____:370

-

Opening Balance per Audit Statement

13,928 Bank Receipts - Precept
26,369 Bank Receipts - Other
9,A23 Bank Payments - Staff Costs
32,154 Bank Payments - Other
47O Reversal of the 2018/19 and 2A3"9/20 duplication issue
1 Reversal of the Rounding

___ i,61r_Closing

Balance per Cashbook

913 Current Account Balance per Bank Statement
4,072 Reserve Account Balance per Bank Statement

as at 31/A31202L
as

at31lA3/2A21

:___ 366 Difference
Unpresented Cheques

178 LA/AZ|2AZT- LALC - Subscriptions - 1091188 LA/0212021, - United Utilities - Meadows Drains - 3_092

O

Updated Difference

t'

'

AGAR Year ending 313.2A21.
The diference between Box 7 andBox 8 is f366

This is due to unpresented cheques

LALC

f178
1092 United Utilities 9188

1091

TOTAL f366
see

attached summary

